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HOUSE RESOLUTION 176
By Hargrove

A RESOLUTION to honor Judge L. Clure Morton on the occasion
of his retirement.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this legislative body recognize those who in

their years of work have performed with extraordinary dedication and unprecedented devotion;

and

WHEREAS, Judge L. Clure Morton is one such outstanding person who has served with

acumen for 26 years as a United States District Judge; and

WHEREAS, Judge Morton exemplifies the spirit and dedication that is characteristic of a

great Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, born February 20, 1916, in Knox County to George W. and Birdie Myers

Morton, Judge Morton graduated from the University of Tennessee in 1934 with a Bachelor of

Arts degree.  In 1936, he received a Doctorate in Jurisprudence from the school; and

WHEREAS, Judge Morton began his distinguished legal career in 1937 with the firm of

Johnson and Johnson, practicing governmental, real estate and banking law.  In 1939 he

opened his own law practice before answering the call two years later to become a special

agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and

WHEREAS,  upon his return from the FBI in 1946, Judge Morton practiced law for 24

years as a partner in the firm of Privette and Morton; he also practiced tort, corporate and tax

law in the firm of Morton, Lewis and King; and
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WHEREAS, in 1970 Judge Morton was appointed United States District Judge by

President Richard Nixon; he fulfilled the responsibilities of this important post with the utmost in

dedication and integrity for over a quarter century; and

WHEREAS, in 1977 he was elevated to Chief Judge, serving with probity before taking

senior status in 1984.  Judge Morton presently presides in the Northeastern Division in

Cookeville, where he lives; and

WHEREAS, widely respected and admired by his peers and associates in the legal

profession, Judge Morton has always possessed the unique ability to seize the heart of a legal

issue quickly from the bench; and

WHEREAS, Judge Morton has ruled justly and with keenness of thought, never

wavering in the face of adversity to do what is right.  His order to desegregate the Davidson

County public school system is a perfect example of the unflagging commitment to the greater

good with which he has administered his duties; and                    

WHEREAS, a gentleman who realizes that citizenship entails many responsibilities as

well as privileges, Judge Morton has participated in numerous civic organizations, including the

United Cerebral Palsy Association, the Boys Club of Knoxville, and the Boys Club of

Tennessee, serving in each organization as a board member; and

WHEREAS, Judge Morton also takes time for his favorite hobbies, which previously

included playing golf, tennis and traveling; he is also an avid reader, with a particular fondness

for mysteries and westerns; and

WHEREAS, Judge Morton is a brilliant jurist whose long and distinguished career on the

bench serves as an exemplary model for present and future judges to emulate; his retirement

leaves a void that will not be easily filled; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, That we extend to Judge L. Clure

Morton our best wishes for a happy and fulfilling retirement, reflecting fondly upon his sterling

legacy as an astute member of the judiciary and an outstanding public servant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation to Judge Morton with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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